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Rapid Deployment Kitchen (RDK)
DESCRIPTION

The RDK is a new concept in field kitchens utilizing a single oil
burner to heat thermal fluid, which is circulated to kitchen appliances. It
is conceptually similar to a forced hot water home heating system, but
uses a food grade mineral oil instead of water and appliances instead of
radiators. It will be a container based kitchen that is capable of preparing
a mix of cook-prepared perishable and shelf stable ration meals that can
feed a minimum of 650 Marines, two meals daily. The kitchen operates
using 5 cooks.

PROCUREMENT PROFILE: FY00 FY01
Quantity: 0 0

OPERATIONAL IMPACT
The RDK will be used to support designated maneuver elements

throughout the MAGTF theater of operation. The RDK will provide the
capability to support the assault echelons of the MAGTF with two hot
meals a day. The commander will use the RDK in expeditionary
operations to provide meals to enhance unit morale, performance and
health, while concurrently meeting nutritional standards identified by the
Bureau of Medicine (BUMED).

PROGRAM STATUS
The RDK program is currently pre-milestone 0, awaiting a decision on

the need for operational testing.

DEVELOPER/MANUAFACTURER
Principal Design Activities - Natick Research and Development

Engineering Center and MARCORSYSCOM. Prototype Manufactured by
Frederick Manufacturing.


